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A restored dagoba from "Namal Uyana" which is a declared For-
estry Dept and Archaeology Dept. Reserve. It is an ancient 

Aranya of Na trees in the middle of a pink quartz mountain. You 
get a very interesting view of Sigiriya from the top. 
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Pre-war photograph of SMS Emden 
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 Fregattenkapitan 
Helmuth von Muller of 

the Emden. 

Captain (later Vice-Admiral) 
John Collings Taswell Glos-
sop, Royal Navy, the Captain 
of HMAS Sydney  
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 HMAS Sydney, at sea  
The Captain, HIGMS Emden  
Sir,  
I have the honour to request that in the name of hu-
manity you now surrender your ship to me. In order 
to show how much I appreciate your gallantry, I will 
recapitulate the position.  
(1.) You are ashore, three funnels and one mast 
down and most guns disabled.  
(2.) You cannot leave this island, and my ship is in-
tact.  
In the event of your surrendering in which I venture 
to remind you is no disgrace but rather your misfor-
tune I will endeavour to do all I can for your sick and 
wounded and take them to a hospital. I have the 
honour to be,  
Sir,  
Your obedient Servant,  
John Glossop  
Captain . 
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Source: www,worldmap.org 

...and soon with a thud we touched down on the dimly lit 
runway at Faleolo airport 
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Apia  -capital of Western Samoa (circa 1975)  note it has no 
tall buildings, quite earthquake safe 
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(Continued on page 24) 
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A section of the Hamilton Division a few years later. Adams Peak in the background 
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The Superintendent’s bungalow built in the early  
19 hundreds, approximately 8800 sq feet  in extent was 

demolished prior to flooding of the estate 
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This is an abridged version of an article pub-
lished in issue 8 of Birding ASIA, the journal of 
the Oriental Bird Club.  For more information 
on the Club, visit www.orientalbirdclub.org  
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Parliament House  - and you thought only the  
Sydney Opera House has unique lines... 

Pacific Ocean 
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At the very end, a most frightening 
demon bursts on to the scene...  
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