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Ceylon Jeweller (top) 
 
Rodiya Girl (left) 
 
Veddahs—
Aborigines of  
Ceylon  (bottom) 
 
Some picture post-
cards issued in 
Ceylon. Originals of 
top and left are in 
sepia while the 
bottom one is in 
B&W 

Hugh & Tulsi 
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Dharmarajah Principal's bungalow known as “Ardnaree” at 
the time D H Lawrence occupied it, was my first home in 
Kandy. Its overgrown garden was a paradise of  earthly 
delights for the four Devendra children. 
Photo courtesy of Hemantha Arunasiri –Peradeniya 
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Erika Dias was born in Sri Lanka in the village of Pelene, Weligama, the village of her forefa-
thers. She is married and has two sons who live in Sydney. She moved to Thailand with her 
husband who was a Professor at the Asian Institute of Technology in Bangkok and lived there 
for 18 years. In 1995 she returned to Sri Lanka. She has published several books of poetry and 
writes extensively on spiritual and environmental issues, and also writes poems for children.       
[ see page 23 Bookshop &Web Resources] Her books are sold in many countries, including one 
translated into French.  Two of her poetry books from the “Wisdom Gift” publication series are 
accompanied by paintings of Pierre Wittmann, a Swiss painter. Some of her poetry is included in 
the school syllabus in the US. Other than poetry, a booklet on spiritual writing “Meditation: Many 
Methods Through Watching the Mind”, was published in 1997.  

She received many awards for her poetry from Thailand, Australia, and the USA: her latest 
award being the prestigious ‘Outstanding Woman In Buddhism’ award from the UN presented 
on the UN International Women’s Day, on March 4, 2004 from the UN ESCAP in Bangkok  
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Sinhala Gladiators   (note the two umpires on either side of 
them ) 
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Gladiators and dogs fight a leopard 

A Wrestler and a fighting Ram exercising (note the shorn body of the latter) 
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QANTAS Catalina Memorial 
 
During World War II vital refuelling bases 
were lost on the Empire route from Austra-
lia to England via Singapore. To keep com-
munications open for two years commenc-
ing on June 29 1943 QANTAS Empire 
Airways operated the worlds longest regu-
lar non-stop service  - Perth to Ceylon (Sri 
Lanka) a distance of 3513 miles ( 5832 
kilometres). The initial services were oper-
ated by Catalina Flying Boats which flew 
into and out of Perth from this point on the 
Swan River. Known as the “Flight of Dou-
ble Sunrise” these missions were flown in 
complete radio silence and without any 
radio navigation aids. The story of the In-
dian Ocean Services is one of triumph over 
adversity and of highest standards of avia-
tion endeavour.  

Catalina Flying Boat 
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An Aluminium “kuruniya”, 64 of these added up to an 
“Amuna” used as a measure of land 
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This article is a sequel to a series that  
Dr Gamage wrote for past issues of The Cey-
lankan. Readers interested are referred to: Jour-
nals # 30 through 35. Subject to availability these 
past issues may be purchased. See advert panel 
on p 47 for details. Ed. 
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Manual sand dredging in progress    
 
Photo courtesy:  
Tim Page- "Sri Lanka" 1984 Thames & Hudson -London. 
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Aerial view of Samanalakanda showing the long climb to 
the shrine on the peak 
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(Continued on page 24) 
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Source: Some Pioneers of the Tea Industry 
Sir Thomas L Villiers 

Year Per acre Rainfall inches 

1880 9 lbs - 

1881 136 113.82 

1882 312 117.11 

1883 550 92.77 

1884 1,092 82.72 
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Tangalle Bay Hotel  - Tangalle 

Plywoods Corporation   - Colombo  

The Jesuit Chapel  - Colombo 
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Name of Canal Length in 
Miles 

Toppu to Andiapone Lake                   42 

Boat canal  Jaffna Lake                       40.2 

Andiapone Lake to Puttalam               18 

Colombo to Bolgoda                            16 

Colombo to Pamunugama                    9 

Old Hendala Canal                               7.2 

Bolgoda to Galpotha                            7 

Negombo to Kammal                           5 

Ja-Ela Canal                                          3 

Canal to Nachchikali salt pan                2 

Talpitiya Flood outlet                          1.82 

Kirilapone Canal                                  1.25 
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Typical “lunch boys” with Tiffin carriers 
hanging off their luggage rack  
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The author's brother Chris, in ayah’s arms, aunt 
and neighbour on either side 
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Nataraja 12th century, 90 cm high  
excavated at Siva Devale No.1 in 1907 

Parvati 12th century, 51 cm 
high excavated at Siva 
Devale No. 5 in 1907 

Religious ceremonies in Siva Devale No. 2 in 1950  after 
650 years of disuse 
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Hi Sumane - attached is something that 
has been in genesis for some time now. 
I hope you find it useful. 
Rgds- Darnley 
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> -----Original Message----- 
> From: Darnley 
[mailto:leynard@optusnet.com.au] 
> Sent: Tuesday, 3 July 2007 1:42 PM 
> To: Iyer Sumane 
> Subject: Article 
> 
> Sorry Sumane but here attached is a 
up-to-date version of the same 
> article that has been fine-tuned by 
my wife. I know it is going to come at 
a bad time for you- in the throes of of 
putting together another fine  
> Journal. 
> Rgds- Darnley 
> 
>Sumane Iyer wrote: 
> So, the boss had her say? It must be 
all the better for her touch. No  
> problems Darnley I had saved it for 
another issue. This one going out  
> 1st August is almost done. Many 
thanks again. Keep them rolling. 
> Warm regards to the lady 
> Sumane  
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Sumane - you also seem to have the 
silken tongue. The wife is very  
pleased with your compliments  and  
reciprocates your warm wishes. No , I 
did not expect it to even be consid-
ered for the August issue. By  
the way , has the Society still got 
problems with publishing the Page  
article? 
Rgds- Darnley 
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Hi Sumane - attached is the copy of 
the typed Chapter 
(1) Note I have taken the liberty of 
putting two 'Editor's notes, one at  
the top and the other at the bottom . 
They are there at your discretion.  
You may think the last one needs am-
plifying and if that is so let me 
know. 
(2) The layout of the Chapter is as 
close as I thought to what it is in  
the book . You should be able to check 
it against the photocopy I sent you . 
(3) I sent you 2 versions of  Page's 
bio . If you want any help there  
let me know 
Trust this is satisfactory. You must 
be hard at work on the 10th Anniv.  
publication . That should be quite a 
challenge. All the best with it. 
Rgds- Darnley 
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