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Transforming an ordinary beach to an exotic place:  
The Lighthouse Hotel 
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Reconstructing the spatiality of a cherished culture: Bandaranaike residence 
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Kandalama Hotel—built 1990s 
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The Chairman Dr. Srilal Fernando introduced the speaker, 
Capt. Elmo Jayawardena, Instructor Captain with Singapore 
Airlines, Author of Sam’s Story and The Last Kingdom of 
Sinhalay, Winner of Everyday Day Heroes award from 
Readers Digest for humanitarian work. 
 The topic for the day was “ From Sam’s Story to a Bigger 

Story: AFLAC and Tsunami Relief”. Mr Jayawardena 
informally commenced the talk by introducing his son 
Mevan, the chief co-ordinator for AFLAC ( Association 
For Lighting A Candle). 
 
 Mr. Jayawardena briefly described “ Samiege Kathawa” 
or Sam’s Story, a docu-drama with subtitles in English. 
The video is a reflection of how poverty, ethnic war and 
corruption confront Sri Lanka. Sam’s Story is a true 
story, where Sammy comes to the author’s house look-
ing for work. He is a very simple man who is unable to 
form concepts and yet he knew that he had to despise a 
Tamil person. Some clips from Sam’s Story, the docu-
drama   produced by Mr. Jayawardena were shown dur-
ing the talk. 
 
 Mevan spent 9 months working as a volunteer co-
ordinating all AFLAC projects on tsunami relief. Within 
one  week after tsunami the organization collected Rs.5 
million and set to work on projects. In the ensuing 
months AFLAC collected nearly Rs.100 million. Support 
from the corporate sector was very encouraging. As of 
date, AFLAC has disbursed over Rs.140 million on pro-
jects whilst administrative costs amounted to small 
2.6%. Mevan recounted some disaster statistics: 31,000 
deaths, 200,000 lost jobs, 140,000 houses destroyed and 
60% of the fishing boats ruined. The sunami aggravated 
the lot of the poor. NGOs like Red Cross, World Vision 
and Oxfam dominated the humanitarian work doing an 
excellent job whilst AFLAC did as much as their smaller 
organisation could muster. Because of low overheads 
and operating costs they were able deliver more of the 
donor monies to direct benefit of the needy. 
 
 Some examples of successful projects:  
• Housing at Kalamulla initiated 1st January 2005, 
cost Rs 460,000 per house. Sponsored by J P Morgan 
with Good Sheppard Congregation donating the land. 
• “Siribopura”, Hambantota 20 houses, distributed 
equitably among ethnic groups. 
• Panadura, 30 houses with electricity and running 
water, the best project so far was sponsored by the cor-
porate sector. 
• School in Matara and pre-schools in Hambantota 
• Financial support of Rs 2,000 per child to 200 or-
phaned /displaced children 
• Bicycles and boats for fishermen. A skilled man 
who lost his job even got a welding machine supplied. 
“Swimming for Safety” campaign in the AFLAC built 
pool opened on 29th December 2005. Target is to train 
1000 students from less affluent families to swim. 
 Mevan, illustrated his talk with many pictures taken on 
various projects. He encouraged guests to visit their web 
site  www.aflacinternational.com for more information 
on humanitarian work by AFLAC. 
Copies of the docu-drama Sam’s Story were available for 
purchase at the meeting. 
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