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EDITORIAL 

��
hat does an Editor of a Journal like 
The Ceylankan do when, every 
quarter he has to produce one he 

hopes is better than the previous one in content, bal-
ance and above all an appeal across the board? 
 
Well this one retires to the top of the 50 mega litre 
dam on his orchard with an easy chair and a glass of 
local wine  - and ponders. The frolicking of the mi-
gratory ducks on the surface and incessant flip and 
flop of the Yellow Belly and Silver Perch below 

soothes the ruffled brain waves somewhat like a 
hot smoothing iron  takes away the crinkles of my 
hand washed shirt. Clarity replaces confusion and 
then bingo! I am off like a wild hare to my PC to 
dash of emails round the world lighting fires under 
the bottoms of all those good folk who make this 
Journal what it is. 
 
Most of the subjects have a serious tenor and some 
wax lyrical or have overtones of philosophy. My 
favourites are those that touch on human frailty 
and yet come out on top with a touch of humour 
and good dose of commonsense.   
 
What are your favourite themes? Please take a few 
moment to ponder after reading this issue and 
email ( or snail mail) your thoughts. More to the 
point, make your own contribution to the future 
issues. I have so far not had to reject any material 
received during nigh 5 years as Editor, so there you 
are! You need hardly have any fear on that ac-
count, and let me tell you that quite a few of the 
writers have made their maiden effort in these 
pages. Its not all roses either, I have put my red pen 
through quite liberally on some material but the 
end result has been received by the authors in good 
spirit and cheer. After all we are not competing for 
the Booker Prize—or can we aspire? 
 

19th Century Images 
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Neville Jayaweera –picture in 
the Jaffna Kachcheri 
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The Porch of the Residency— ancient 
walls covered over with peeling paint and 

layers of lichen and ivy... 
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Road scene on the way to Kelaniya Temple 
Photo Gallery ...yesteryear 

Bumper Stickers  
 
I used to have a handle on life...but 
it broke off.     
 
Try not to let your mind wander...It is too  
small and fragile to be out by itself.    
 
WANTED: Meaningful  overnight relationship.      
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“Kathurumuwath” the knife sharpener with his 
home made contraption –red hot sparks aflying.. 
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Cover of “ The Jungle Hiker” 

...the back cover speaks for itself 
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...a few borrowed thoughts 
 
In the 60's, people took acid to make the world 
weird. Now the world is weird and people take 
Prozac to make it normal. 
 
Politics is supposed to be the second oldest 
profession. I have come to realise that it bears 
a very close resemblance to the first. 
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