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Stanten

This society has been organised over the past few months because of interest in
matters relating to Sri Lanka. Dr Chris Puttock, a Canberra scientist, has been
one of the prime movers, organising the initial meeting. The society envisages
discussion and dissemination of information on any aspect of Sri Lanka: history,
antiquaria, (books, memorabilia, ephemera), art, coins, architecture, costumes,
genealogy, cartophily, etc..)

Our small, but growing group is getting its act together. The four meetings we
have had so far, in four different homes, have proved that there is a genuine
desire to have such a society develop, and a most pleasant camaraderie is
apparent (not to mention the absolutely wonderful food we have indulged in
thanks to the ladies!!). The object of the organisation is to improve knowledge of
Sri Lanka in as many areas as possible, and with members having expertise and
interest in so many different fields, we have the potential to learn about “Lanka”
in a most affable way.

At present we are organising the mechanics of the society. In some ways it is a
shame that things have to be almost “set in stone” as far as having the society
“official”, but that is the order of things today, and once we have these
mechanics functioning properly we can get on with the more interesting aspects
of learning and enjoying more about “Lanka-Sri Lanka-Taprobana-Serendip-
Ceylon-Ceilan”.

Whalisginsiiexs

ﬁ. Presentations

=7 “Julia Margaret Cameron” by Hugh Karunanayake

=7 “Collectors postcards from Ceylon - 1900’s by Chris Puttock

V"7 “The Prins Diaries” by David Goodrich

V"7 “Champaign Jelly With Summer Berries” by Dr Nalini Kappagoda

"7 Want to know more about the society ?
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Did you know ?

= Sri Lankas
population is 18
million (more 2 1/2
times that 50 years

ago)

=SL is 260 people
per sq km

= Adult literacy is
in the high 80%

=Colombo
population in
1921 = 244K and
in 1998 =1
million

DRarias

ullfos Pasteails o Gyl

By Dr Chris Puttock

Chris Puttock, our current chairman, who very unfortunately will be
moving to Hawaii in the next few months, delivered an interesting talk on
postcards in Ceylon. This proved to be an unusual topic which was well
presented with a large collection of postcards of mainly around the 1900
period. His collection is well “housed” in album, making it easy to enjoy.

Many of the images depicted on the cards can be seen in the “100 Best
Views Of Ceylon” by Plate, but were printed in colour, giving very real
images of a bygone period. There appear to be hundreds of different cards,
and different editions of each, making a complete collection series an
extremely difficult exercise.

Chris has been collecting them for only 3-4 years and it is amazing how
many he has accumulated in that period.

By David Goodrich

David Goodrich spoke on Burgher genealogy and his involvement in
following his Prins family tree from around 1700 (his grandmother was
Prins). A transcribed diary of his uncle, George William Prins (Bobbie),
written 1896 to 1901, containing almost 600 names of acquaintances of his
time was found interesting by the members, particularly when they could
identify with some one or other.

The diary covered everyday events of a 16 to 22 year old, giving a picture
of Colombo life 100 years ago. The Dutch and the British families have
little difficulty in tracing their history from as far back as the 1600s. The
diary is one of a very few which have survived from that period. A copy of
the diary is being donated to Royal College(which Bobbie was student of
at the time he compiled this diary) and perhaps to the National Archives in
Colombo. Reading classic post modem literature such as Pride and
Prejudice and People In between, identifies many names which were
contemporaries of Bobbie. Hopefully a Prins family history book will be
forthcoming and if anyone has any knowledge it will be appreciated.



Postcards, Books
& Prints Sale

L There will be
antiquarian books on
Ceylon as well as
postcards and other
items of interest.

LY Those'who arc
interested in selling
any 1tems could do so
at a Trading table to
be set up at the
meeting to be held on
28th February.

B Mr Michacl
Sourjah (02) 9831
0089 (b.h)

By D

Courtesy Vogue Entertainment Guide Feb *95

Areas of interest are innumerable. There is so much to enj oy and learn
about Lanka and sometimes it is easier for someone who has never even
visited the country to perceive a bigger picture - something about ‘if your
in the middle of the trees, you don’t see the woods!’. Are there members
who can talk about the art of Ceylon, or the wildlife, what about the fishing
industry or Sinhala history. For me the primary interests at this stage are
the building of the Colombo Breakwater (my grandfather was involved on
the engineering of the 3rd stage of the early 1900s and the canals which
formed an important communication and means of transportation started
by the Sinhalese to a minor extent, continued by the Portuguese and
latterly by the Dutch and British. The history of the Kings of Lanka,
village life, the politics of the country, coffee and tea, and the development
of writing are just a few of the plethora of topics which could be
interesting - everything about Lanka is interesting!! Everyone will have
something to share with members and guests, a presentation or two at each
meeting would be a real boon. So have a go everyone and look forward to
heanng the next interesting presentation on Lanka.

r Nalini Kappagoda

Pour the champagne into a large saucepan
add the sugar and bring to boil. Drop 11
the cherries and the liquid to
simmer. Cover and cook gently until the
cherries are softened (5-8 mins). Do not
overcook or the skins will split. Pour the
cherries, syrup and the gelatine into a bow
and allow to cool (NOT tao set).

Add all the berrics and stir carcfully w1ih
woodcn spatula. Oil a large mould anc
carcfully ladlc in somc of the liquid
(approx. 3cm dcep) and add somc of the
fruit. refrigeratc (overnight to sct) and then
cover with plastic wrap. Before scrving
bricfly dip the bottom in cold watcr and
then umould to scrve. Enjoy!

x 750ml bottle Champagne

2 cups sugar
2 cups cherries (stem-less)

4.5 tbl spns gelatine in 1/2 cup hot/water

1 punnet raspberries

I punnet blueberries

1 punnet ripe strawberries - hulled and
cut in half




The next public meeting

28th February 1998

at Willow Park - 25 Edgeworth David Avenue Homsby
commencing at 7pm

Light supper will be provided.

Can anyone identify any of these gentlemen ? Taken in the early 1900s of
a lodge membership in Colombo
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